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CHAPTER  X.
INDIA-KUBBBR   SOLVENTS   AND   TlfKItt   RKC'OVEHY.
ALTHOUGH india-rubber in soluble in many liquids, as far
as manufacturing operations on the large, scab*, are con-
cerned there are only three solvents \vhich call for mention.
These are coal-tar naphtha, petroleum spirit or benzine, and
shale naphtha. The first in used to the largest oxtent, JIB it
is undoubtedly the best solvent. Its composition in by no
means uniform, being made up of benzene, toluene, and
xylene in proportions determined, as a rule, by the market
prices of the various coal-tar products. The original solvent
naphtha consisted chiefly of xylene with but small amounts
of the lower boiling homologues, toluene and Itttnzmie. At
the present day it may, or may not, consist of xyleno, but
except that increased volatility results from an admixture
of lower boiling homologues, there is nothing to ba miicl
against them, the solvent power in each          being for
practical purposes identical. Indeed, when 110 jwr cimt.
benzol is cheap and solvent naphtha is dear it would pay
the manufacturer in many canes to buy the fornior Intteiel
of the latter. During the last few yeare, owing to n
decreased demand, solvent naphtha IIIIB tetn remarkably
cheap; while in the winter months the increased tiaa of
benzol in the manufacture of carburetted                has
caused appreciation in its price.   Such fluctnatimtH in the